


Important Notes about the NTSC Reference Suite Version 3.0


==========================================================


Section 1- Other Programs on the CD ROM


The CD ROM contains extra bonus patterns and programs that are not installed as part of the


regular installation or testing. Use the "Explore This CD" button or Windows Explorer to


locate the directories they reside in.








1- DV-CCIR601 patterns: Useful for DV camcorders, editing systems etc. 


in Windows BMP format at 720x486 pixel resolution. There is a wdie variety


of test patterns available that you can import into Desktop Editing Programs


such as Adobe Premiere, MGI VideoWave, Avid Cinema, and others that support


the DV video standard. To use these pattarens, simply drag them into your 


editing timeline and make a movie, then send it to your DV camcorder useing a firewire


interface. You can then play the movie on your DV cam or tape deck to ensure that the


NTSC composite or Y/C video output is performing properly or use it to align


other NTSC video components of your system





2- HDTV Patterns: We have a limited selection of HDTV test patterns in 16:9 


aspect ratio. If you have an HDTV capable editing system, use


the same procedure as shown above in item 1.





3- SVGA Test Patterns: The entire collection of all test patterns in the most common resolutions


used by PC's of 640x480, 800x600, and 1024x768. Should you need other resolutions, we suggest using a Paint Program such as PaintShop Pro or Adobe Photoshop to scle the resolution


to the pixel size you need. You can use these programs in any video project but cannot distribute them as a part of any software or multimedia collection. All patterns have a digital key watermark embedded in the pixel encoding.





4- Printable Testpatterns: We have a few of the standard camera patterns in TIFF and JPG


format at very high resolutions (2000 pixels or more) that can be printed to allow for


testing of video cameras by shooting these charts through the lens and observing the video


outputs.





5- Test-tones: We have provided 1 kilohertz test tones in a variety of timed lenghths for use


in video editors or other multimedia projects.





6- Video Test Files: There are three video test files which you can use on your PC or for multimedia projects that have “Colorbars and Tone” One in Indeo3.2 format, one in Indeo4.5 format and one in MPEG-1 format.





7- The AboutTime Program: This is a Freeware program that will syncronize your PC clock to


the Atomic Time Clock at the National Institute of Standards (NIST) Offical Governemt clock.


This is useful for making sure the times shown on our countdown generator are accurate.





8- The Tone Generator Program: This is a Freeware program that will synthesize any audio tone type or frequency using your PC sound card.




















Section 2- Performance tips and suggested minimum hardware requirements


Please read and heed





The NTSC Reference Suite Contains Multimedia Elements such as AVI and MPEG Video files which may or may not play back at full speed on your PC depending on its speed and configuration.





We recommend that you install the latest version of Microsoft's Media Player as well as the latest version of DirectX (V8.1 as of this release) on your PC to ensure that you have the latest Video Drivers, CODECs, and other Multimedia components available. Intels Indeo Video may also be required if you have an early version of Windows 98 or Windows 95.





We recommend Windows ME, Windows 2000, or XP for best results. 





We also recommend the following minimum hardware for best results:





Pentium II/III or Celeron 333 or faster


64 MB of RAM or more


PCI or AGP SVGA Video card with 24/32 bit color at 800x600 resolution or higher.


A quality Sound Card such as a Creative Labs





Optionally:





An NTSC Scan converter or NTSC enabled SVGA card with composite or Y/C video output.


(we sell these scan converters and SVGA to NTSC cards at ItWorks, call us at 800-949-8434 for more info)





I hope you enjoy these bonus features and that the NTSC Reference Suite meets you needs.





Best regards


Anthony Watts


Author of the NTSC Reference Suite V3.0


http://www.itworks.com 





